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— Diodorus Siculus (ca. 80-20 BCE),
Library of History (ca. 40 BCE)

Musas d’autas onomasthai apo
tu mden tus anthropis, tuto
d’estin apo tu didasken ta kala
kai siimferonta kai hiipo ton
apaideuton agnoumena

hekaste de prosegoria ton oikeon
logon aponemontes fasin
onomasthai ten men:

Kleo dia to ton ek tes poieseos
ton enkomiadzomenon epainon mega
kleos peripoien tois epainomenois;

Euterpen d’apo tu terpen tus
akroomenus tois apo tes paideas
agathois;

Thalean d’apo tu thalen epi
polus xronus tus dia ton
poiematon enkomiadzomends;

Melpomenen d’apo tes melodias
di hes tus akuontas psiixagogesthai;

Terpsixoren d’apo tu terpen tus
akroatas tois ek paideas
perininomenois agathois;

Erato d’apo tu tus paideuthentas
pothenus kai eperastus apotelen;

Poliimnian d’apo tu dia poles
hiimneseos epifanes kataskeuadzen
tus dia ton poiematon
apothanatidzomenus te dokse

Uranian d’apo tu tus

paideuthentas hiip autes eksairesthai
pros uranon: te gar dokse kai tois
fronemasi meteoridzesthai tas psiixas
es hiipsos uranion;

Kaliopen d’apo tu kalen opa
proiesthai, tuto d’esti te euepea
diaforon usan apodokses tliinxanen
hiipo ton akuonton.

— transliteration: Ellen Kaisse

Men have given the Muses their name
from the word muein, which signifies
the teaching of those things which are
noble and expedient and are not
known by the uneducated.

For the name of each Muse, they say,
men have found a reason appropriate
to her:

Cleio is so named because the praise
which poets sing in their encomia
bestows great glory (kleos) upon
those who are praised;

Euterpé, because she gives those who
hear her sing delight (terpein) in the
blessings which education bestows;

Thaleia, because men whose praises
have been sung in poems flourish
(thallein) through long periods of time;

Melpomené, from the chanting
(melodia) by which she charms the
souls of her listeners;

Terpsichoré, because she delights
(terpein) her disciples with the good
things which come from education;

Erato, because she makes those who
are instructed by her men who are
desired and worthy to be loved;

Polymnia, because by her great (polle)
praises (humnesis) she brings
distinction to writers whose works

have won for them immortal fame;

Urania, because men who have been
instructed of her she raises aloft to
heaven (ouranos), for it is a fact that
imagination and the power of thought
liftt men’s souls to heavenly heights;

Calliopé, because of her beautiful

(kale) voice (ops), that is, by reason of
the exceeding beauty of her language she
wins the approbation of her auditors.

—translation: C.H. Oldfather



