


Johann Sebastian Bach’s

Matthew Passion

Brian Trevor, tenor, appears tonight as the
Evangelist, or narrator, for the Passion story. Dr.
Trevor is a native of Vancouver, B.C., and is direc-
tor of choral and vocal music at Mt. Royal College,
Cal 'ﬂr)[/j Alberta. He received his musical education
at the University of British Columbia, the Univer-
sity of Oregon, and the University of Washington,
where he received his doctorate of musical arts in
choral conducting. Brian is in high demand as a
tenor soloist across Canada and the United States.
He has sur:jg the Evangelist role in both the St.
Matthew and St. John Passions by Bach numerous
times, as well as aria work in many oratorios and
lar%;- choral concerts. Brian Trevor has recorded for
both the Canadian and Australian Broadcasting
Corporations.

Jacalyn Schneider, soprano, is in demand as a solo-
ist with many of the performinl% groups in Wash-
ington. She has appeared with the Seattle Chamber
Singers, the Broadway Chamber Symphony, the
Choir of the Sound, Seattle Pro Musica, the What-
com County Chorale, and the Mid-Columbia Sym-
Ehony. To her credit are the soprano solos in Elijah

y Mendelssohn, the B-Minor Mass and St. Matthew
Passion by Bach, L'enfance du Christ and Les Nuits
d’Ete b gcr]ioz, Carmina Burana by Orff, and the
Missa Solemnis by Beethoven. This year she was a
winner in the San Francisco Opera Center Audi-
tions; she is a past winner of the Seattle Opera’s
Cecilia Schultz Awards. Ms. Schneider received her
formal musical education at the University of Wash-
ington and the Cornish Institute for the Xrts. Sheis
on the faculty of Seattle University’s Department of
Fine Arts.

]er?' Sams, tenor, is one of the area’s outstanding
performers of the Baroque repertoire. A regular
soloist with the Seattle Chamber Singers, Mr. Sams
has sung the tenor solos in The Seasons and The
Creation by Haydn; several Handel oratorios includ-
ing Messial, Saul, Judas Maccabeus, L'Allegro and
Israel in Egypt; and the B-Minor Mass, the Christmas
Oratorio, the St. Matthew Passion, and many can-
tatas by Bach. Last year he sang the role of Edward
in Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by Jury, and has ap-
peared as soloist with the Northwest Chamber Or-
chestra and the Northwest Boychoir. He is the
tenor soloist at University Unitarian Church.

SOLO ARTISTS

George Shangrow has a talent that takes three
strong directions: he is conductor and musical di-
rector for both the Broadway Chamber Symphony
and the Seattle Chamber Singers; he is an accom-
lished keyboard player and a favorite accompanist
or many of Seattle’s solo artists; and, perhaps most
important of all, he has the special gift of bringing
other musicians’ strengths out to the fullest. For
thirteen years Mr. Shangrow has been director of
music at University Unitarian Church. The great
variegf of concerts he has produced there includes
the Basically Baroque series, ““The Second
Shepherd’s Pageant,” “Evenings in Old Vienna,”
vocal and instrumental recitals and full oratorios.
George Shangrow has also been involved with
music education in the Puget Sound area. He has
taught for the Seattle Community College District
and for Seattle University, and has been a guest
lecturer for the Women'’s University Club and Clas-
sical Music Supporters, Inc.

Peter Kechley, baritone, tonight interprets the role
of Christ. He has been a favorite soloist with the
Seattle Chamber Singers for more than ten years,
having done the bass/baritone work in Saul, Mes-
siah, and [udas Maccabeus by Handel, the B-Minor
Mass, St. Matthew Passion, and several cantatas by
Bach, and many other large choral-orchestral
works. His principal voice teachers have been Leon
Lishner and Marianne Weltmann, and he is a grad-
uate of the University of Washington in compara-
tive literature. Peter has presented several solo
recitals; his repertoire includes Die Winterreise by
Schubert and Dichterleibe by Shumann. He is the
baritone soloist at University Unitarian Church.

Kathryn Weld-Jezerinac, mezzo-soprano, received
her degree in vocal performance from the Univer-
sity of Redlands in California. Since moving to Se-
attle four years ago, she has become a major
oratorio soloist in the area, performing regularly
with the Seattle Chamber Singers, the Northwest
Chamber Orchestra, the Choir of the Sound, Thalia
Symphony and Seattle Pro Musica. She recently
appeared as a guest soloist in the Alaska Festival of
usic in Anchorage; this spring she will be fea-
tured with the Broadway Chamber Symphony in
the Wesendonck Lieder by Wagner. Kathryn has sun
several previews for Seattle Opera Association, ang
she has performed several roles for Cornish Opera
Theater, as well as the role of Orfeo in Gluck’s
opera Orfeo ed Euridice with Seattle Pro Musica.

Steven Tachell, bass, is well known to Seattle’s
classical music lovers. He joined the Seattle Opera
Company in 1975, and has done roles for both the
International and English series. He has appeared
several times as a soloist with the Seattle Chamber
Singers: in 1982, he sang the title role in Men-
delssohn’s Elijah, and the bass arias in Messiah and
the St. Matthew Passion. This year he appeared with
the Mid-Columbia Symphony for L'enfance du
Christ by Berlioz and with the Choir of the Sound
for Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis. Last fall, he
traveled to New York where, in Carnegie Hall, he
appeared with the Opera Orchestra of New York
for a concert performance of Strauss’s first opera,
Guntram. Steve received his musical education at
the University of Washington and the Vienna
Academy of Music, and is the bass soloist at Uni-
versity Presbyterian Church.




THE ST. MATTHEW PASSION
by Johann Sebastian Bach

notes by Kay Verelius

In Bach’s S5t. Matthew Passion, German Protestant church music reached the highest point of its evo-
lution. No other work, even by Bach himself, equals the blend of technical mastery with religious fervor
and warmth of feeling. The Passion displays an abundance of different forms, full of variety and yet
consistent in its spiritual content. In the St. Matthew Passion there is a mixture of sadness and bliss only
Bach knew how to express. The composer's fervent love of Christ and his abiding faith pervade the
whole work.

A solid basis for the text is provided by the Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapters 26 and 27, in
the German translation of Martin Luther. They describe Christ's last days on earth, his crucifixion,
death, and burial. The story is presented in semi-dramatic manner. A tenor soloist, knows as the Evan-
gelist, narrates the Biblical words, and direct quotes of individual characters are entrusted to other
singers. Thus the words of Christ, as well as those of Peter and Pilate, are sung by bass voices, while
groups of people, such as the disciples or the Jews, are represented by the chorus. As a rule, the soloists
utter the Biblical words in simple recitatives accompanied by a full complement of strings as if — in the
words of a nineteeth-century commentator — a halo were surrounding his head. A single time only are
the strings silenced: when Christ on the cross exclaims, “My God, why has Thou forsaken me,” the
savior becomes a human being and the “halo” is extinguished.

Bach interspersed the words from the Gospel with a substantial number of separate pieces which des-
cribe the reaction of individual personalities to the unfolding tragedy. These pieces are interpreted by
soloists who express their emotions in intricate arias. The text for the arias, as well as certain choruses,
was written by Bach’s friend, C.F. Henrici, who was more commonly known by his pseudonym,
Picander.

There is still a third group of texts in the St. Matthew Passion which was neither taken from the Bible
nor provided by Picander. To describe the reaction of the congregation to the drama of Christ's passion,
Bach used familiar Lutheran hymns. Both the texts and the melodies were well known to faithful Luth-
erans. With these Chorales, Bach revealed his ingenuity by providing ever-changing harmonies to the
familiar tunes.

Bach scored the St. Matthew Passion for an unusually large ensemble. The work calls for two com-
plete orchestras, two four-part choruses, and a treble choir.

On Good Friday, April 15, 1729, the mighty St. Matthew Passion resounded at St. Thomaskirche in
Leipzig. Nothing is known about the reaction of the congregation to the performance. After the death of
Bach, the work was forgotten, a fate shared by most of the composer's vocal output. Given the oppor-
tunity to study the manuscripts of Bach, an enraptured Felix Mendelssohn revived the St. Matthew Pas-
sion in 1829 — exactly one hundred years after its first performance.

TEXT

PART 1
1. Double Chorus and Sopraro Choir
Kommt, ihr Tochter helf mir klagen, Come ye daughters, join us, lamenting,
Sehet! Wen? Den Briutigam. See! Who? The Bridegroom.
Sehn ihn! Wie? Als wie ein Lamm. See Him! How? Like a Lamb.
Sehet! Was? Seht die Geduld. See! What! His patient endurance.
Seht! Wohin? Auf unsre Schuld Gaze! Whither? At the debt we owe.
Sehet ihn aus Lieb und Huld See Him, because of His love and kindness,
Holz zum Kreuze selber tragen. l(-:limself now burdened with the wood of the
ross.
Chorale.
O lamm Gottes unschuldig O Lamb of God, guiltless, .
Am Stamm des Kreuzes geschlachtet, On the arms of the Cross crucified,
Allzeit erfund’n geduldig. Always and endlessly patient,
Wiewohl Du warest verachtet. é\lthough Thou hast been mocked and
erided,
All' Siind’ hast Du getragen, All sins Thou hast taken as Thy burden,
Sonst miissten wir verzagen. To lift us from despair.
Erbarm’ dich unser, o Jesu. Have mercy on us, O Jesus.
2. Dramatic Recitative
Evangelist. )
Da Jesus diese Rede vollendet hatte, sprach  When Jesus had finished all these sayings,
er zu seinen Jiingern: He said unto His disciples:
Jesus.

Ihr wisset, dass nach zweien Tagen Ostern Ye know that after two days is the fqast of
wird, und des Menschen Sohn wird iiberant-  the Passover, and the Son of Man is be-
wortet werden, dass er gekreuziget werde. trayed to be crucified.
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The St. Matthew Passion
by Johann Sebastian Bach

George Shangrow, musical director
and conductor

Organ
James

enman

Brian Trevor Peter Kechley
The Evangelist Jesus
Jacalyn Schneider, soprano
Kathryn V\/Yeld—]ezerinac, mezzo-soprano
Jerry Sams, tenor
Steven Tachell, bass
The Seattle Chamber Singers
Chorus One
Sopranos Altos Tenors Basses
Paula Bridges Laila Hammond John Addison Conrad Askland
Crissa Cugini Therese Martineau Morris Jellison Stephen Kellogg
IIse Kneifel Katherine Segura Jerry Sams James Ploger
Mary Koch Claire Thomas Gerry Schott G. H. Pro
Nanette Leslie Kay Verelius Robert Schilperoort
Karen Nordyke De{;orah Wooley Warren Shafer
Marilyn Pearson
Liesel Rombouts
Heather Smith
Jeanne VanBronkhorst
Chorus Two
Willa Conrad Judy Mahoney David Call Gerard Beemster
Kyla DeRemer Laurie Medill Dean Suess Tim Braun
Dorothy Harwood Sharon Moe Andy Seiple Loren Foss
Rachel Katz Janet Reed Steve Winn Gary Jankowski
Stephanie Lathrop Mary Siebert Stuart Kendall
Nanette Leslie Nedra Slauson Sandy Thornton
Marilyn Pearson Jeff Wickstrom
* Margaret Penne
Kristina Sullivan
Susanna Walsh
Catherine Young
The Broadway Chamber Symphony

Orchestra One Orchestra Two
Violin I Cello Violin Cello
Michael Scott Kara Hunnicutt Fritz Klein Maryann Tapiro
Rebecca Soukup Ronald Welch Avron Maletsky Lauren Root
Beth Schmidt Rebecca Beyer Kenna Smith Rosemary Berner
Fileen Lusk Bass Karen Beemster Bass
Violin I David Couch Violin 11 Alan Goldman
Mariann Michael Christine Howell Sandra Sinner Oboe
Jacqueline Cedarholm Oboe, Oboe d"Amore, Marcia .McElvain Shannon Hill
Dean Dresher English Horn Ellen Ziontz Huntley Beyer
Viola Cathy Ledbetter Viola (also recorder)
Sam Williams Robert Kechley Katherine McWilliams Susan Scott
Beatrice Dolf Flute Stephanie Read Flute
Cathryn Paterson Janeen Shigley Shari Peterson Suzanne Walker

Claudia Cooper Shirley Kraft

Bassoon (also recorder)

Francine Peterson Bassoon

Robert Ingalls

The Training Ensemble from the Northwest Boychoir
Steve Stevens, musical director; Peter Schindler, conductor




