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Bach’s Mass in b-minor
Notes by Kay L. Verelius

Johann Sebastian Bach has been called a musician®s musician,
but that may be a dangerous statement, implying that Bach is too lofty, too
subtle to be appreciated by the untrained listener. It is the intention of the
Broadway Symphony and the Seattle Chamber Singers to show that Bach is
notan intelligence test but, rather, that his music may be enjoyed at any level.
Bach was unquestionably a genius of the highest order, but he was a
composer in the business of pleasing his public and his patrons, as well as
himself.

Returning to the “dangerous statement™ above, the description is
true intwo ways. Bach’s fugues and inventions have become compulsory for
those concerned with mastering the theory of music, and his art of linear
writing (counterpoint) is so perfect it is a model for every musician. His
harmonic vocabulary is so great that it prepared the way for two centuries of
music. Secondly, Bach's work is challenging and rewarding to the self when
performed well. His works are often deep in emotion and passion, but there
are no printed directions to indicate this. It has been up to performers to
discover and bring out these qualities in Bach’s music.

The liturgy of the mass, or Eucharist service, of the Christian
church was settled by the Middle Ages. Though the introit, prayers and
offertory varied according to the church calendar, the Ordinarium remained
the same: Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei.
Therefore, those were the sections destined to be set to music. The word

mass, as used by musicians, refers to these unalterable portions of the liturgy. ~

The most famous surviving masses are like high peaks of achievement in
musical composition — they represent all the new ideas and musical experi-
mentation of their time.

The sixteenth century polyphonic period reached a glorious
height with unaccompanied choral writing. Among the outstanding compos-
ers were Palestrina, Byrd and Victoria. Masses by these composers were
followed in time by works that experimented with adding instruments to the
chorus and exploiting the solo voice. Harmony, for its own sake, was
developed. By the mid-eighteenth century many, many elements of contrast
and expression had been introduced into music for the Church, and Bach
gathered together all these new elements (along with his personal formal de-
velopment of counterpoint) and composed his Mass in b-minor. His mass
stands alone on its own peak and is not overshadowed by anything, before
or since.

The Reformation brought many sweeping changes to the reli-
gious practices of most of Germany, including the elimination of the Latin
liturgy. The Lutheran church did retain the Eucharist, or communion office,
but retained only the Kyrie and Gloria sections of the Ordinarium. The
Lutherans called these two sections “Missa™; it is, in fact, only these two
sections of Bach’s b-minor Mass that were titled Missa. Bach wrote the b-
minor Mass in four distinct sections, each with its own title page — there was
no general title page for the whole work. The title **Missa Solemnis™ was
affixed after Bach’s death by one of his sons.

The Kyrie and Gloria (Missa) were composed in 1733 as part of
an application to become the court composer to the King of Saxony (who was
a Roman Catholic). Bach was not granted the title at this time (he did later
receive it!), but he chose to complete his b-minor Mass anyway — though
over an extended period of time. The Credo (Nicene Creed) and the Sanctus/
Benedictus/Osanna were written between 1734 and 1738 when Bach was in
his early fifties. The Agnus Dei is the closing section of the Mass, and it is
a re-working of an earlier composed cantata.

Bach subdivided each of the six sections of the traditional mass
format, so that there are actually twenty-four defined numbers in the work.
Several of them are re-arrangements from cantatas. The Gratias agimus and
Dona Nobis Pacem (both having the same music) are from the opening
chorus of Cantata 29, Wir danken dir. The fast section of the Credo’s et
expectoresurectionem is from Cantata 120, Jauchzet, ihrerfreuten Stimmen.
The Crucifixus in the Credo is originally part of Cantata 12, written in 1714,

Itis curious that Bach wrote a Latinmass at all. The b-minor Mass
is not appropriate for the Roman Catholic service because Bachaltered some
of the canonical text. It is equally inappropriate for Lutherans since the piece
goes so far beyond the Kyrie/Gloria Missa. Also. the work is very long —

not really practical for liturgical use. A possible explanation for his
composing the entire mass (beyond what was intended for the courtly title)
was Bach's dedication to his craft. Writing to a text so exacting and explicit

in its meaning, while possessing a limitless imagination, must have posed an
intriguing challenge. Whatever his reasons, coupled with his sincere devo-
tion to God, Bach produced a work so vast and beautiful, that it transcends
church denominational differences and rises as a universal statement of
faith.

Joseph Machlis, atwentieth century musicologist, says of Bach's
b-minor Mass, “While excerpts may serve as an introduction to the work,
only hearing of it in its entirety will reveal the vast terrain that has here been
subjected to the creative will.”

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Jane Blackwell
David Calhoun

Beatrice Dolf
Ron Haight
. Liz Kennedy
Kathe Kern
Classic KING-FM
Jeanne LeNorman
C. Jane Lund
Rick Lyman
Sally Macklin
Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker
Liesel van Cleeff
Kay Verelius

NEW LOCATION

4256 Fremont Ave. North
Seaqttle, WA 98103
(206) 545-7222

NEW HOURS

Monday-Friday 7:30am-7pm
Saturday 9am-5pm
Emergency Service - Anytime!

The Only Commercial Linotronic-300
Service Bureau between the Lk.
Washington Ship Canal and Canada!

Quality. The proven quality and
@ a dependability of the Linotype L-300,
Lol gives you unsurpassed High Quality.

| Service. Quick, dependable service.
Mon-Fri 7:30 - 7. Saf 9-5. Emergency
service open any time, day/night!

7| Fonts. We support the full complement
Adobe/Linotype Postscript fonts. Over
340 fonts now and growing.

7| Price. Volume pricing to $3.37 per 8 1/2
by 11, with crop marks, Film output
available at similar savings.

1270 DPI. paper output

Serving you since 1974
New customers - bring in this ad for 10% off your next order!

4256 Fremont Ave. North Seattle, WA 98103

(206) 545-7222



RANDY MCCARTY (10/30/51-2/10/89) was one of the founding members of the Seattle
Chamber Singers in the Spring of 1968. Early rehearsals were held in his home and experi-
ments in early music were carried on with great dedication and joy far before the “early
music scene” hit Seattle. The Chamber Singers performed with crummhorns, recorders,
harps, harpsichords, etc. in concerts in small venues throughout the Pacific Northwest.
Randy and George went their separate ways in the mid-seventies: Randy to explore early
music and play a major role in the founding of the Early Music Guild, and George to con-
tinue with the Chamber Singers and found the Broadway Symphony. In recent years their
work brought them back together, primarily in the roles of Keyboardist and Conductor for
such works as the Monteverdi Vespers and Handel's Messiah. Randy was a great inspira-
tion to all musicians and music lovers in the greater Seattle area. We all miss him, but his
spirit continues in all of us. It is exactly right to dedicate this special Good Friday
performance of this Holy work by Johann Sebastian Bach to Randy’s legacy in the music
world.
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first chair, your presence is
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performance. By support
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OUR SOLOISTS

JANEANNE HOUSTON graduated Magna
cum Laude in Vocal and Dramatic Performance
from Ottawa University in Eastern Kansas.
Since her relocation to the Pacific Northwest,
Ms. Houston has maintained a busy schedule as
a recitalist and concert artist. She has performed
with the Oregon Symphony, the Eugene Sym-
phony, the Bellingham Symphony, the Pacific
Chamber Orchestra and the Bellevue Chamber
Chorus and Orchestra. This season Janeanne
makes her debut with the Seattle Symphony in
their Mainly Mozart Series. Ms. Houston has
sung with opera companies in Washington and
Oregon where her roles have included Blanche
in Dialogues of the Carmelites, Susanna in The
Marriage of Figaro and Michaela in Carmen.
Most recently, Ms. Houston has been selected to
compete as a finalist in the Oratorio Society of
New York competition.

EMILY LUNDE is a Seattle native and has per-
formed much concert and oratorio repertoire in
the Seattle in the Seattle area including Handel’s
Messiah, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Brahms™ Alto
Rhapsody, and Bach’s Magnificat. She has per-
formed with the Choir of the Sound, the New
Whatcom Choral Society of Bellingham, the
Seattle Symphony and Chorale ad well as others.
Her most recent concert performance was Ralph
Vaughan Williams®™ Magnificat for University
Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Concert.

STEPHEN WALL is a member of the voice
faculty at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma.
His most recent appearances with the BS/SCS
include the title role in Monteverdi’s opera The
Return of Ulysses, and as the tenor soloist in
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and Handel’s
Messiah. Stephen has also appeared as soloist
with the Vancouver B.C., Spokane, and Seattle
Symphonies and the Northwest Chamber Or-
chestra. With Seattle Opera his credits include
roles in Tannhauser by Wagner and Salome and
Elektra by Richard Strauss. Mr. Wall recently
completed a successful tour of Japan, where he
performed Messiah with conductor Stefan
Minde of Portland Opera.

BRIAN BOX is a native of Washington and re-
ceived his Master of Music degree in vocal per-
formance from Western Washington University.
Brian has appeared frequently with the BS/SCS
as a soloist in cantatas and oratorios and with the
Broadway Symphony in a performance of
Mahler’s Songs of a Wayfarer. He has also
sung for two years with Seattle Opera’s educa-
tion program, singing children’s opera through-
out the state. Most recently, Mr. Box was chosen
to go to San Francisco to compete as a finalist for
the San Francisco Opera’s Merola Program for
Young Singers.



I. KYRIE

I Kyrie eleison.
2 Christe eleison.
3 Kiyrie eleison.

Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy upon us.

II. GLORIA

4 Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus
bonae voluntatis.

5 Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te,
glorificamus te.

6 Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam
tuam.

7 Domine Deus, rex coelestis, Deus pater
omnipotens, domine fili unigenite, Jesu
Christe altissime, domine Deus, agnus Dei,
filius patris.

8 Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis, suscipe
deprecationem nostram.

9 Qui sedes ad dextram patris, miserere nobis.

10 Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu solus dominus, tu
solus altissimus, Jesu Christe.
11 Cum sancto spiritu in gloria Dei patris. Amen.

Glory be to God on high and peace on earth to men of
good will.

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we adore Thee, we
glorify Thee.

We give Thee thanks for Thy great glory.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty Father, the only
begotten son, Lord Fesus Christ most high, Lord our
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father.

Thou Who takest away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us, receive our prayer.

Thou Who art seated at the right hand of the Father,
have imercy on us.

For Thou alone art holy, Thou alone art the Lord,
Thou alone art the most high, Fesus Christ.

With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Excellence.

One simple word that says so much.

Magna Golor Press, Inc.

817 Fifth Avenue North e Seattle, Washington 98109 e (206) 283-2252




ITII. CREDO

12 Credo in unum Deum.

13 Patrem omnipotentem, factorem coeli et terrae,
visibilium omnium et invisibilium.

14 Etin unum Dominum, Jesum Christum, filium
Dei unigenitum, et ex patre natum ante omnia
saecula, Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum
verum de Deo vero, genitum, non factum,
consubstantialem patri, per quem omnia facta
sunt, qui propter nos homines et propter
nostram salutem descendit de coelis.

15 Etincarnatus est de spiritu sancto ex Maria
virgine, et homo factus est.

16 Crucifixus etiam pro nobis sub Pontio Pilato,
passus et sepultus est.

17 Etresurrexit tertia die secundum scripturas, et
ascendit in coelum, sedet ad dextram Dei patris,
ctiterum venturus est cum gloria judicare vivos
et mortuos, cujus regni non erit finis.

18 Etin spiritum sanctum, dominum et
vivificantem, qui ex patre filioque procedit, qui
cum patre et filio simul adoratur et
conglorificatur, qui locutus est per prophetas.
Et unam sanctam catholicam et apostolicam
ccclesiam,

19 Confiteor unum baptisma in remissionem
peccatorum, et eXpecto resurrectionem
mortuorum et vitam venturi saeculi. Amen.

1 believe in one God.

The Almighty Father, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord, Fesus Christ, the only begotten Son of
God, born of the Father before time began, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, one in substance with the Father,
and through Him all things were made; for us men

and for our salvation He came down from heaven.

And was tncarnate of the Virgin Mary by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and was made man.

And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and
suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven, where He is seated
on the right hand of God the Father, and will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
together with the Father and the Son Heis adored and
glorified; He it was who spoke through the prophets.
And 1 believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic church.

I profess one bapuism for the remission of sins, and I look
forward o the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the wworld 1o corte. Amen.

IV. SANCTUS

20 Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, dominus Deus
Sabaoth! Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria ejus.

21 Osanna in excelsis.

22 Benedictus qui venit in nomine domini.
Reprise of Osanna.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth ! Heaven and
earth are full of His glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.

V. AGNUS DEI

23 Angus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere
nobis.
24 Dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world.
have mercy on us.
Grant us peace.
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THE BROADWAY SYMPHONY

George Shangrow, conductor

VIOLIN

Betsy Alexander

Pamela Carson

Susan Dunn

Jeffrey Forbes

Debbie Kirkland

Fritz Klein, concertmaster
Diane Lange

Jeanne LeNorman
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Avron Maletzky

Jeanne Nadreau
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Sondra Schink
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Robert Shangrow

Sam Williams, principal
Nancy Winder

CELLO

Gary Anderson
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UNIVERSITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

presents
A CHORAL EXTRAVAGANZA
featuring

John Rutter’s REQUIEM
with the Chancel Choir and Orchestra

RODNEY EICHENBERGER,
GUEST CONDUCTOR

April 30, 1989 The U.C.C. Sanctuary
4:00pm 4515-16th Ave. N. E.
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FLUTE
Claudia Cooper
Janeen Shigley, principal

OBOE/OBOE D'AMORE
Huntley Beyer

Janet Harrington

M. Shannon Hill, principal

BASSOON
Daniel Hershman
William Schink, principal

HORN
William Hunnicutt

TRUMPET

Matt Dalton, principal
Gary Fladmoe

Dan Harrington

TIMPANI
Daniel Oie
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Robert Kechley

ORGAN
James Denman

The Broadway Symphony operates on a policy of
regular rotation for orchestral seating.

Therefore, our personnel are listed alphabetically in
each section.
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THE SEATTLE CHAMBER SINGERS
George Shangrow, conductor

SOPRANO I ALTO : TENOR
Belle Chenault Laila Adams Ron Haight
Crissa Cugini Margaret Alsup Darren Hollenbaugh
Kyla DeRemer Luna Bitzer Phil Jones
Catherine Haight Marta Chaloupka Phil Mortenson
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Jane Blackwell Vicky Thomas Jim Brigham
Julia Jaundalderis Kay Verelius Alan Chartrand
Kathe Kern Jane Seidman Vosk Jay Cook
Jill Kraakmo Andrew Danilchik
Mary Ann Landsverk ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR G. Tim Gojio
Judy Mahoney Belle Chenault Ken Hart
Penny Nichols Dale Heidal
Nancy Shasteen Jim Murphy
Pamela Silimperi Bob Schilperoort
Janet Sittig John Stenseth

: Rick Wyckoff

The Seattle Bach Choir

and
The Bach Festival Orchestra
Wallace Goleeke, Conductor

present
The Fifth Annual Seattle Bach Festival

Friday, April 14th Saturday, April 15th
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Quality service - Competitive prices
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A Concert of Choral Gems

featuring J.S. Bach’s
Magnificat

2:00pm

Lecture: A thirty year tradition of excellence.

J.S. Bach and
The St. John Passion

Sunday, April 16th
3:00pm
The St. John Passion

Information: 523-2084

ALL EVENTS TAKE PLACE AT SEATTLE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
(Harvard & Seneca)

Call Ron Haight for a free estimate.

19501-144th Ave, NE
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Woodinville, WA 98072
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Patty Noah

Jason Nogee

Steve Novak

Tom Noyes

Soszn O’Brien

Rosc Mary Obrigewitch

E.H. Odell

Val & Jeff Ohlsirom

DR. Otdham

Michael & Robin O'Leary

Kristy Olsen

Martin & Phyllis Olsen

Ken Olson

Rob Ostrem

M.A. Parmeter

Clay Patmont

Dick Patten

Shari & Dan Peterson

Tom Pearod

Linda Pfeiffer

Mary Ploudre

Bob Pope

Barbara JG Pout

Ross Potter

Kathy Prim

Art Pringle

T.E. Raghunathan

Beth

Esther Ramey

Dick & Joan Reed

Dorothy Reese

Jan Reha

Beverly Reugen

Helen Riddle

Steve Roberts

Phyllis Rosalli

Brucew Rascoe

Bob Ross

George Ross

H.K. Rowe

Mary Royce

Jim Rybock

Dina Ryz

Jerry Saunders

Jessica Santelt

Shanon M. Sara

Rene Sarr

Patricia Sawyer

Susan Schitperoort

Mike Schmitt

Lisa Schulz

Pepper Schwanz

Eugene & Janet Schweiger

Schweiger Violiny
i

The Scribe

Rebecea Scacock

L. Sebastian

John Sermeno

Kathy Scverns

Roxiz Shalliol

Peggy Shapiro

Sue & Jim Shelloe

Mary Shima

Hugh & Kit Skipky

Kun Shon

G. Shy

Sieverling/Stout

Trudy Sigler

Kemper & Jo Simmons

Donna Sizemore

Caroke Skolrud

Elaine Smith

Keana Smith
Maynard E. Smith
Naomi Smith
Orv Smith
Sheila Smith
Sophia Smith

Al Soderman
Donna Sowcliv
Phitip Spadaro
T. Sparkman
Pete Spear
Eddie Speer
Craig Springpath
Joanne Sprunger
Vickie Squier
Anna Stevens
Spooky Stevens
Laurie Stone

G & X Stratton
Beuty Strehlau
Claudia Stuvland
Randy Styme
T.J. Sullivan
Kenin Sutonen
Christy Telling

Alex Tulv

Gayle Tumer
Prisciita Tumer
Mclissa Tuthill
Chris Vasko
Annc Vedella
Marko Velikonja
Corinne Votour
Una Waldron
Grorge Walker
Lynn Walker
John Wallen
Martene Wambach
Lance Wanger
Amber Warren
Celia Webber

- Bilt West

Lynn White
Maureen C. Whitehouse
Shirley Wilcox
Starla Wilcox

Jean Williams

Tim Williams

Dale Wolf

Jackie Wolfe

Jean Woolridge
Julic K.W. Wukelic
Rose Yoshizumi

‘The Broadway Symphony and Sc-
attle Chamber Singers would doeply
appreciate your giftof support. Con-
uibutions may be sent to:

BS/SCS

2115 North 42nd
Seattle. WA 98103
(206)547-0427




